media release
Thorne Harbour calls for community to take action against Brunei’s homophobic laws
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
29 MARCH 2019 — Thorne Harbour Heath unequivocally condemns Brunei’s adoption of laws that include
the barbaric treatment of sexuality and gender diverse people, and calls on the Australian Government as
well as the broader community to take swift and decisive action to protect our gender, sex, and sexuality
diverse communities. Under the new Brunei laws this includes people being whipped or stoned to death
for offences like sodomy, blashemy and adultery.
The recent update (27 March 2019) on Australia’s SmartTraveller website advises:
“From 3 April 2019 the full sharia penal code (law) takes effect in Brunei. It applies to Muslims, non-Muslim
and foreigners even when on Brunei registered aircraft and vessels. Under this code some offences can
attract physical punishment while others attract executions.”
“This is essentially state-sponsored brutality against people of diverse gender and sexuality and a violation
of basic human rights — there’s no place for it,” said Thorne Harbour CEO Simon Ruth.
“The Federal Government must immediately revoke Royal Brunei Airlines right to land in Australia to keep
sexuality and gender diverse Australians safe from Brunei’s new laws. There should also be a review into
the effectiveness of Government’s travel warnings for LGBTI people.”
As of this morning, the Government’s level of advice for those traveling to Brunei remains unchanged at
‘exercise normal safety precautions’. This raises serious questions about the utility of applying travel advice
only at general level. Clearly the level of risk traveling to Brunei is high for gender and sexuality diverse
people when they can soon face physical punishment and execution merely for being who they are. Travel
warnings should clearly reflect this.
“It goes beyond government action - we need to take action collectively to say laws specifically punishing
our LGBTI communities for being who they are have no place in society.”
In addition to calling on the Australian Government to rescind Royal Brunei’s permissions to fly to Australia,
Thorne Harbour is calling on Melbourne Airport to no longer accept flights from Royal Brunei or refuel
them as well as large travel centres like Flight Centre and STA Travel to immediately stop selling their flights.
Neil Pharaoh has organised an online petition, and the organisation is encouraging its members and the
broader community to sign it in support of our LGBTI communities:
https://www.megaphone.org.au/petitions/ban-royal-brunei-airlines-from-australia

ENDS
For more information, contact:
Caleb Hawk
Communications Manager
caleb.hawk@thorneharbour.org
0419 213 542

Thorne Harbour Health
Level 5, 615 St Kilda Road
Melbourne VIC 3004
P 61 3 9865 6700
F 61 3 9826 2700
Toll Free 1800 134 840
Positive Living Centre
51 Commercial Road
South Yarra VIC 3141
P 61 3 9863 0444
F 61 3 9820 3166
Toll Free 1800 622 795
Centre Clinic
Rear of 77 Fitzroy Street
St Kilda VIC 3182
P 61 3 9525 5866
F 61 3 9525 3673
PRONTO! / Equinox
175 Rose Street
Fitzroy VIC 3065
P 61 3 9416 2889
SAMESH
57 Hyde Street
Adelaide SA 5000
P 61 8 7099 5300
Thorne Harbour Country
496 Hargreaves Street
Bendigo VIC 3550
P 61 3 4400 9000
thorneharbour.org
ABN: 52 907 644 835

